
   
 

Maths 
LO: I can add and subtract fractions 

 

Computer-based activities 
 

Consolidate: Recap on how to add and subtract fractions with 
common denominators by watching the videos and 
completing the activities on: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zmhr92p 
 
Core:  Recap on how to add and subtract fractions with a 
common denominator and as well as fractions with different 
denominators with the videos and activities on: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zhdwxnb/articles/z9n4k
7h 

 
Extend: Answer the word problems on: 
https://www.khanacademy.org/math/arithmetic/fraction-
arithmetic/arith-review-add-sub-frac-word-probs/e/adding-and-
subtracting-fractions-with-unlike-denominators-word-problems 

 
Non-computer based activities 
 
 

Consolidate: Draw a grid like this that is 5x4 
 

    

    

    

    

    

 
 
 

English 
Reading 

 

‘Tales from Outer Suburbia’ – Shaun Tan 
This is a book containing a range of interesting short 
stories – we will be using it for a range of activities 

over the next couple of weeks. 
 

Task 1: 

 Remind yourself of what we mean by predicting, 
clarifying, questioning and summarising (you can 
use the PDF posted on Dojo about ‘Reading 
Strategies’ to help). 

 Read the section below from the start of ‘Alert 
but not Alarmed’: 

 
 

English 
Writing 

‘Tales from Outer Suburbia’ – Shaun Tan 
For this week’s writing task, we are going to use ‘Alert but not Alarmed’ 
from ‘Tales from Outer Suburbia’ by Shaun Tan. 
 

BEFORE YOU START 
Think back through the three stories we have explored from ‘Tales from Outer 
Suburbia’ (‘The Water Buffalo’, ‘Stick figures’ and ‘Alert but not Alarmed’): 

 If we look at all three stories, what do we know about Shaun Tan’s writing? 

 What do we think of Shaun Tan’s writing? Which elements do you particularly 
like or dislike? 

 What are the key elements we would need to include if we were going to 
write a story in the same style? 

THINK ABOUT: 
o his unusual style 
o some of the almost magical, bizarre elements in each story 
o feelings of being unsettled 
o a deeper meaning or message being hidden in the story 

In each story, Shaun Tan uses an object or unusual element in an ordinary setting 
to express a theme. 
 

 
 
 

MAIN TASK 
You are going to write a narrative in the style of Shaun Tan. You are going 
to do this by using an object or unusual element in an ordinary setting to 
express a theme.  
 

STEP 1 - preparation: 

 Choose a theme for your story – think about the themes and 
messages portrayed in the three stories we have read from this 
author. 

 Choose your own combination of unusual objects and setting – 
remember that you are writing in the style of the author and his 
stories are not comedy / silly, but are surreal with an important 
message.  

 Make sure you know a way in which you can use your object(s) and 
setting to fit your theme and deliver your message. 

 

How many fraction addition 

number sentences can you 

think of that equal 
20

20
 or 1 

whole? 

Show each addition by 

colouring in the grid in two 

different colours, for 

example: 
2

20
 + 

18

20
 = 1 

 

It’s funny how these days, when 
every household has its own 
intercontinental ballistic missile, 
you hardly even think about them.     
    At first they were issued 
randomly. Back then it was 
exciting: someone you knew might 
get a letter from the government, 
and the truck dropped off their 
missile the following week. Then 
every corner house had to have 
one, then every second house, 
and now it would look strange if 
you didn’t have a missile next to 
your garden shed or clothesline. 
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https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zhdwxnb/articles/z9n4k7h
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zhdwxnb/articles/z9n4k7h
https://www.khanacademy.org/math/arithmetic/fraction-arithmetic/arith-review-add-sub-frac-word-probs/e/adding-and-subtracting-fractions-with-unlike-denominators-word-problems
https://www.khanacademy.org/math/arithmetic/fraction-arithmetic/arith-review-add-sub-frac-word-probs/e/adding-and-subtracting-fractions-with-unlike-denominators-word-problems
https://www.khanacademy.org/math/arithmetic/fraction-arithmetic/arith-review-add-sub-frac-word-probs/e/adding-and-subtracting-fractions-with-unlike-denominators-word-problems


Core:  
 

To add and subtract fractions, they need to be expressed in 
the same denomination (which means they have the same 
denominator). This means that if they have different 
denominators, you need to find the lowest common multiple 
of both denominators. 
 
For example: 

 
 
Both 4 and 6 are factors of 12, so we need to convert both 
fractions into their equivalent fractions in twelfths. For ¼ 
this means I need to multiply the denominator by 3 to make 
12, and I need to treat the numerator in the same way in 
order to find the equivalent fraction of ¼, so I multiply this 
by 3 too. This gives me 3/12. 
In order to express 1/6 as a fraction with a denomination of 
12, I need to multiply both the numerator and the 
denominator by 2, giving me 2/12. I can then add both 
equivalent fractions as they are expressed in the same 
denomination. This would equal 5/12.  
 
Try repeating this process with the following calculations: 
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 Give a response to the following questions: 
1. From what you have read, make predictions 

about the events and themes of the story. 
2. From these first two paragraphs, summarise 

the main ideas / key points. 
3. Create some questions related to the main 

ideas you recorded from question2. 
4. Clarify the meaning of any words or phrases 

that are unclear – can you now answer any 
of your questions from question 3? 

 

Task 2: 

 Now read the whole of the text – this is posted 
on Dojo as a PDF 

 Now you have read the whole text, answer the 
questions from task 1 again – how much have 
your responses changed? Were your predictions 
correct? 

 Do you think there is a deeper meaning to this 
story? What is the main theme?  

 Compare this story to ‘Stick Figures’. What 
similarities and differences can you find? 

 

______________________ 
 

 
Spelling 

 Challenge words to practise:  
(Stage 6: list 27 – the suffix ‘ibly’) 
 

reversibly     responsibly     possibly     horribly 
terribly          incredibly       sensibly     visibly   
forcibly          legibly 
 

 Complete the spelling task on Spelling 
Shed   

STEP 2 - planning: 

 You need to complete the ‘boxed up’ success criteria – I have posted on 
Dojo a blank copy for you to use as a guide or print, as well as a filled 
in example for ‘Stick Figures’.  

 You now need to plan your piece of writing. Remember this is a 
narrative (story) so it is important to know the characters / objects 
and setting, as well as having the ‘journey’ of the story mapped out 
(beginning, middle and end). You could jot down some notes and 
doodle your ideas to start with and then you could create a backwards 
‘S’ plan for your story. 

 Once complete, check through and add to your boxes - edit if needed. 
 

GREATER DEPTH CHALLENGE: Include a deeper meaning or message to your story – 
an example of this is from ‘Stick Figures’ where the impact of deforestation and not 
caring for the environment, also inequality and the mistreatment of those who are 
different, could be the messages hidden in the story. 

 
STEP 3 - writing: 

 Now you are ready to start – remember who you are writing this for 
(audience / reader) and the impact you want it to have on them. 

 Remember the basics: 
o Clear, neat, legible handwriting 
o Sentences clearly marked out using capital letters and full stops (or 

any other appropriate end of sentence punctuation) 
o Written in paragraphs 
o Written in the correct tense and from the same perspective 

consistently throughout (third person etc.) 
o Year 6 level vocabulary included 

REMEMBER: you are writing in the style of Shaun Tan (his stories are not silly or 
comedy – although weird and unusual, they feature a serious message). 

 
STEP 4 – edit and improve: 
Look through your work – edit each of the following elements: 

 Spelling / word choices: 
o Check for muddled homophones 
o Can you up-level any words? (Remember – we only do this if 

it improves the effect of our writing) 

 Punctuation: 
o Check basic sentence demarcation – capital letters and full 

stops 
o Have you challenged yourself to add a greater range of year 

6 punctuation? 

 Cohesion: 
o When you read it, does it make sense?  



Extend:   
1. You give 1/3 of box of brownies to Miss Croad and 1/6 of 

the box of brownies to Miss Ayers. How much of the box 
of brownies did you give away in total?  

2. Ms Ardley went out for a walk. She walked 3/4 mile and 
then sat down to take a rest. Then she walked 1/8 of a 
mile. How far did she walk altogether?  

3. Jeff walks 7/8 of a mile to school. Steve walks 1/2 of a mile 
to school. How much farther does Jeff walk than Steve?  

4. Make up your own questions involving adding and 
subtracting fractions 
 

o Do individual sentences make sense? 
o Do all the sentences in each paragraph link together? 
o Does each paragraph link to the previous / next one? 

 Impact: 
o Does it have the impact you wanted on the reader? 
o GREATER DEPTH CHALLENGE: Have you included a deeper 

meaning or message to you piece? 
o Is it appropriate for the audience you wanted to read it? 
o Is it in the style of Shaun Tan? Will the reader be able to 

identify the similarities? 
 
 

Science 
This week we shall be performing 
another simple experiment. You will 
need to be patient; the results will take 
up to a week to collect. 
 
Question: Why should we wash our hands 
before we eat? 
 
What you will need: 3 slices of bread, 3 plastic 
food bags, tongs, permanent marker pen 
 
What to do: Using the pen, label the bags: 
‘control’, ‘dirty hands’ and ‘clean hands’. Using 
the tongs, place a slice of bread in the bag 
marked ‘control’ (make sure you don’t touch it 
with your hands). Then rub your hands all over 
the second slice and place that in the ‘dirty 
hands’ bag. Finally, wash your hands thoroughly 
with soap and rub them over the last slice 
before placing it in the ‘clean hands’ bag.  
 
What do you predict will happen?  
 
Make observations every day for a week. 
 
What can you conclude from your findings?  
(Refer back to the question.) 

 PSHE 
Personal Safety 

With our recent hot and sunny weather, I’m sure you will be heading out 
more and more – we are also only a few weeks away from the summer 

holidays now! 
Also, as you get older, you will find you have more freedom to go out and 

about on your own and, for this reason, we are going to focus on ways that 
you can keep yourself safe. 

 

We have already covered online safety during lockdown so we are now going 
to focus on staying safe when you are out and about. 

 

Water Safety 
 

The following activities are all designed to get you thinking. This is not 
necessarily going to be new learning, but a recap of things you should know. 
 
 

Here are some links that may be useful for this week’s learning. They are from 
a range of reliable sources and relate to beach safety: 
 

 BBC News Article: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-37152592 
 

 MET Office Advice: 
https://www.metoffice.gov.uk/weather/warnings-and-advice/seasonal-advice/health-
wellbeing/10-beach-safety-tips 
 

 Visit Cornwall – Tourist Information: 
https://www.visitcornwall.com/about-cornwall/blogging-cornwall/staying-safe-on-
beach-summer 

 

Transition 
Daily Activities 

This week focuses on building your child’s ability to problem solve for their 
transition to secondary school.  It will give them the opportunity to prepare 

for the different challenges they may face when they begin secondary 
school but also provide them with the skills on how to solve them.  

 
As set out below, each day your child can be given a potential problem 
scenario (to which they should reply in the style of an ‘Agony Aunt’) a 

mindfulness activity and a challenge. 
 

Monday: 
As your child moves to Secondary School, they will be meeting and 
making new friends and will need to be able to solve any issues that 
they may face. “I’ve got two really good friends who don’t like each 
other. One keeps inviting me to things and leaving the other one out. 
It’s getting awkward and I don’t know what to do. Can you help me?’’ 
 
Tuesday: 
At Secondary School, your child may find their dining hall experience 
a lot different to that at Primary school. They will be in charge of 
monitoring the balance on their dinner cards and may feel anxious 
about the busy atmosphere.  
 “I got my hot dinner from the counter and realised I’d forgotten to 
put money on my dinner card. What should I do?” 
 
Wednesday: 
At Secondary School, your child will move to different classrooms 
throughout the day, work with different children and be taught by 
many teachers. What if they don’t get on with their peers or 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-37152592
https://www.metoffice.gov.uk/weather/warnings-and-advice/seasonal-advice/health-wellbeing/10-beach-safety-tips
https://www.metoffice.gov.uk/weather/warnings-and-advice/seasonal-advice/health-wellbeing/10-beach-safety-tips
https://www.visitcornwall.com/about-cornwall/blogging-cornwall/staying-safe-on-beach-summer
https://www.visitcornwall.com/about-cornwall/blogging-cornwall/staying-safe-on-beach-summer


Task 1: 
What dangers might you be faced with when going to the beach in 
summer? Make a list. 

 You can use the links above as well as your own knowledge and experience. 
You may want to carry out some further research. 

 Focus mainly on using the water, but you may also want to include other 
factors (e.g. sun burn etc.). 

 

Task 2: 
For each of the potential dangers you have listed, create a small mind 
map and surround the danger with ways you can avoid coming to any 
harm / precautions you can take. If they are unavoidable, explain what 
you would do if you experienced it. 

 You may need to search the links above or online for some ideas as to how 
to avoid particular dangers. 

 

Task 3: 
Create a poster (either on the computer or on paper) aimed at children 
aged 9 – 13 about staying safe at the beach.  

Although water safety is the main focus, you can include other relevant 
elements as mentioned before. You should aim for your poster to: 

o Contain practical / useful information (not just ‘don’t do this… 
don’t do that…’) – make sure it is clear WHY you are giving the 
advice 

o Contain both written information and relevant images 
o Be engaging – it needs to attract the reader’s attention  
o Colourful 
o Be appropriate and suited towards the given audience (children 

aged between 9 – 13 years old) 
o Contain factual information 

 

teachers? “My teacher has paired me with a child I don’t get on with, 
who expects me to do all the work for them. They are really popular 
and I’m worried if I say anything, I will get picked on. I also don’t want 
to get a bad grade. What should I do?’ 
 
Thursday: 
At Secondary School, the use of social media may become an 
increasing part of your child’s life. How can they ensure they stay safe 
and respectful online? “My friend added me to a group chat and 
there are some unkind comments about a child in my year group. I 
don’t want to get involved but I’m worried about the child. What 
should I do?” 
 
Friday: 
When your child starts Secondary School, they may have to use a 
new mode of public transport or walk to school. What can they do to 
ensure they stay safe? “The friend I usually walk home with has gone 
home sick from school. I won’t have anyone to walk home with and 
am really worried about being by myself. What should I do?” 
 

Optional Activities   

 Try one of these transition challenges: 
o Ask your child to carry out everyday activities without using their thumbs – remember to share the pictures! 
o Ask your child to use recycling items you have in your house to build a bridge. How will it be constructed? How are they going to make it strong and sturdy? 
o Ask your child to see if they can draw a picture of their dream house blindfolded. How accurate can they make it without looking? 
o With a partner, challenge your child to imitate a celebrity, book character or friend for the other person to guess. 
o Choosing only 5 ingredients from the cupboards, challenge your child to create a tasty new dish or snack. 

 
 

 Read at least 20 minutes per day, either your own books or on Bug Club.  
 
 

 Practice your recall and speed of your times tables using Times Table Rock Stars 
 
 
 



 

 Create a review (in any way) of a book, film or TV show you have enjoyed recently 
 
 

 Top Tips for Year 6 – normally during transition, I would ask some Year 6 students to talk to Year 5s about what to expect in their final year at primary school and give them some top tips on how to 
make it the best year yet.  

o Choose between 5 and 10 ‘tips’ (pieces of advice) that you would give to the Year 5 children at Hunnyhill 
o Present them in a way that is clear and interesting – this could be a poster or leaflet, a video, a PowerPoint or a comic strip 
o Share them with the Year 6 staff team 

 

 
 

 Help your body to keep moving and stay fit by trying one of these exercise videos: 
o Joe Wicks PE sessions: 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLyCLoPd4VxBvTIWxbEMv3Hq5yQBgu8SDj 
 

o BBC Bitesize for PE – you might find inspiration to try something new: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zj6pyrd 
 

o Try this week’s yoga poses: 
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